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What a delight to be back on the Grandel Theatre stage and to 
share this beautiful play with all of you!

Laura Schellhardt’s Digging Up Dessa is centered on a 12-year-old  
scientist. Dessa is much like many of the young people in our audience 
today - smart, strong, passionate, and struggling to find her way in a 
world that has shifted irrevocably away from what it once was. 

Dessa uses the scientific method to embark on this journey mentored 
along the way by a paleontologist who died in 1847, Mary Anning, whose 
first scientific breakthrough also came at age 12. With Mary’s help, Dessa 
uncovers an important truth, one that resonates with many of us during 
this time — that we must honor what came before, but that to survive 
and thrive, we must connect with and support each other. We must adapt.

A huge thank you to the Digging Up Dessa team. Theatre is a collaborative art form and  
collaborating during a pandemic is complicated. Your work is deeply appreciated.

And heartfelt thanks to all of you for taking this journey with us. 

WELCOME TO METRO THEATER COMPANY’S  
PRODUCTION OF DIGGING UP DESSA

Whether you are reading this program before seeing Digging Up Dessa 
at the Grandel Theatre or streaming from home, please know how  
glad we are that you are here with us as we celebrate the start of  
our 49th season – and our return to indoor performances. While the 
lasting impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has changed so much about 
how our families come together to experience theater, know that one thing 
it has not changed is our commitment to you. Metro Theater Company will 
always be here to ensure that the young people in our region – and now, 
again through streaming, across the globe – can have access to stories 
that reflect their lives, inspire their future, and trust in their potential to 
make our world a better place. But none of that would be possible without 
you, our audiences and our supporters who share in the confidence that 
the right story at the right moment in a young person’s life can be truly 
life-changing. We hope you enjoy today’s performance.

JULIA FLOOD
Artistic Director,  
Metro Theater Company

JOE GFALLER 
Managing Director,  
Metro Theater Company 

https://www.metroplays.org
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THE CAST
(in alphabetical order)

DESSA 
Rae Davis

NILO 
John Katz

ESTHER
Alicia Revé Like

MARY ANNING
Lizi Watt

PRODUCTION TEAM 

DIRECTOR
Julia Flood

SCENIC & COSTUME DESIGNER
Louis Bird

LIGHTING DESIGNER
Catherine Adams

SOUND DESIGNER
Rusty Wandall

STAGE MANAGER
Sarah Rugo

PRODUCTION STAGE MANAGER
Jimmy Bernatowicz

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR
Erik Kuhn

PROPERTIES MASTER
Katie Orr

SCENIC PAINTER
Cristie Johnston

COMPOSER 
Deborah Wicks La Puma

ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER
Keating

HOUSE MANAGER
Cameron Tyler
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CAST BIOGRAPHIES

RAE DAVIS (Dessa) returns to Metro Theater Company 
after her debut as Patina in Idris Goodwin’s Ghost. Some of 
Rae’s past roles include Ermina in Crumbs from the Table of 
Joy (freeFall Theatre), Nessa in District Merchants (New 
Jewish Theatre), Kim in Cold (Tesseract Theatre Company), 
and multiple roles in Mustard Seed Theatre’s The Last Days 
of Judas Iscariot. Her film credits are Guilty Wound (Five Star 
Pictures) and A Mother’s Will (Fortes Lopez Films). With more 
than 25 years of experience, the Kansas City native has been 
singing for much of her life. She has a Bachelor of Arts in 
theatre from the University of Missouri in Columbia.

JOHN KATZ (Nilo) is thrilled to make his Metro Theater 
Company debut! Other St. Louis credits include Tony Elliot in  
Billy Elliot (COCA), Neleus in Disney’s Mary Poppins (Variety 
Theatre), and Moth in Love’s Labour’s Lost: The Musical  
(Webster Conservatory). John has also performed at Grandstreet 
Theatre in Montana, Stagedoor Manor in New York, and at the 
International Thespian Festival with Oscar and Tony award- 
winning songwriters Benj Pasek and Justin Paul. John recently 
graduated from the Conservatory of Theatre Arts at Webster 
University with a B.F.A. in musical theatre. He is currently a 
trainee at The Big Muddy Dance Company in St. Louis.  
Check out john-katz.com for more content or follow  
John on Instagram: @johnTkatz3

https://www.metroplays.org
https://www.john-katz.com
https://www.instagram.com/johntkatz3/
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ALICIA REVÉ LIKE (Esther) returns to Metro Theater 
Company where she was last seen in Ghost, It’s a Wonderful Life, 
The Hundred Dresses, and Wonderland: Alice’s Rock & Roll  
Adventure. Like is a proud graduate of the University of Missouri in 
Columbia with a B.A. in music. Other regional credits include Peter 
and the Wolf (St. Louis Symphony Orchestra), To Kill a Mockingbird, 
Puss in Boots (The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis), Billy Elliot 
(COCA), Miss Julie, Clarissa and John (The Black Rep), The Wiz 
(Coterie Theatre, Kansas City, MO), and The Gringo (Fly North 
Theatricals). Like is currently the host of the St. Louis Symphony 
Orchestra’s on-demand videos series SLSO SoundLab, discussing 
how music can be heard, felt, and seen. aliciareve.com

LIZI WATT (Mary Anning) returns to St. Louis after 17 years 
in Boulder and Los Angeles, where she studied contemporary 
performance (M.F.A., Naropa University) and worked as a director, 
educator, performer, and writer. Some performance credits include 
Alarm at Blue Roof Studios (LA), Daedalus’ Daughter at REDCAT 
(LA), Hamlet with Prison Performing Arts (featured on This 
American Life), Weetzie Bat at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival, two 
and a half years touring with Metro Theater Company (US and 
Taiwan), The Lysistrata Project (part of the Global Peace Initiative) 
and Big Love and Midsummer Night’s Dream with Boulder/
Denver-based theatre, Band of Toughs. She is the author of House 
of Daughters, It’s a Girl, and Mama, a solo performance piece.  
She has also contributed to many devised works, including 
Saltwater with the International Theatre Collective, The Blind 
Watchmaker at the Bug Theatre, and (Re)Production at FoolsFURY. 
Lizi has taught at New York University’s Experimental Theater  
Wing, Naropa University, Rhodes College, the William Inge Theatre 
Festival, the National Alliance of Acting Teachers: Teacher 
Development Program, Marlborough School, COCA, and has  
regional directing credits across the country.

CAST BIOGRAPHIES

https://www.metroplays.org
https://www.aliciareve.com/#/
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LOUIS BIRD (Scenic & Costume Designer) is pleased to return to Metro Theater Company to design 
Digging Up Dessa. Other designs for Metro Theater Company include It’s a Wonderful Life, The Hundred 
Dresses, Bud, Not Buddy, Hans Brinker and the Silver Skates, The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane, 
And In This Corner: Cassius Clay, Afflicted: Daughters of Salem, Jackie & Me, Unsorted, Super Cowgirl 
and Mighty Miracle, Battledrum, Tomato Plant Girl, The Giver, To Kill a Mockingbird, Go, Dog. Go!, New 
Kid, and Hana’s Suitcase. Louis’ many design credits include STAGES St. Louis, The Repertory Theatre of 
St. Louis, Imaginary Theatre Company, and St. Louis Shakespeare Festival. Louis is associate professor 
at Saint Louis University, where he teaches costume design and construction as well as stage combat.

CATHERINE ADAMS (Lighting Designer) is thrilled to return for her fifth production with Metro 
Theater Company. She is a graduate of the Conservatory of Theatre Arts at Webster University and holds 
a Bachelor of Fine Arts in lighting design. Some of her design credits include The Glass Menagerie 
(Tennessee Williams Festival St. Louis), It’s a Wonderful Life (Metro Theater Company), Urinetown, and 
Canfield Drive (both with Webster Conservatory). catherinecadams.com  

RUSTY WANDALL (Sound Designer) returns to Metro Theater Company for Digging Up Dessa  
after serving as sound consultant for The Very Hungry Caterpillar Show and sound designing for It’s a 
Wonderful Life. He is currently head of sound design at Webster University and the sound supervisor at 
The Repertory Theatre of St. Louis. In 2016, Rusty was honored with the St. Louis Theater Circle Award 
for his work on Antony and Cleopatra with St. Louis Shakespeare Festival. He has also worked with 
Variety Children’s Theatre, Opera Theatre of Saint Louis, HotCity Theatre, and Mustard Seed Theatre in 
St. Louis, as well as theatres across the country. Rusty holds a Master of Fine Arts in sound design from 
the University of Missouri-Kansas City.

SARAH RUGO (Stage Manager) is so happy to be working in the theatre again as well as with  
Metro Theater Company. She has missed theatre so much during the pandemic hiatus! After serving as 
production manager for MTC from Fall 2004 to Spring 2017, Sarah took some time off to raise her young 
son. She returned to MTC in the 2019-20 Season to stage manage It’s a Wonderful Life and Ghost. Sarah 
earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts in musical theatre from Shenandoah Conservatory in Virginia, followed by 
a stage management internship with Lexington Children’s Theatre before moving to St. Louis to work for 
MTC. In addition to taking MTC’s touring productions to hundreds of local and regional schools and 
community centers, Sarah has overseen its mainstage productions in venues such as the Grandel 
Theatre (It’s a Wonderful Life, Ghost), Missouri History Museum (And In This Corner: Cassius Clay, 
Afflicted: Daughters of Salem, Battledrum), Wydown Middle School (The Boy Who Loved Monsters and the 
Girl Who Loved Peas), Clayton High School (Interrupting Vanessa), the West County YMCA (Lilly’s Purple 
Plastic Purse), COCA (Go, Dog. Go!), and the Edison Theatre (Hana’s Suitcase, To Kill a Mockingbird, The 
Giver, and Jackie and Me). Her other favorites include Earth Songs, New Kid, and Delilah’s Wish. In past 
years, Sarah spent her summers stage managing for Union Avenue Opera. She has also worked for 
Opera Theatre of Saint Louis and Shenandoah Summer Music Theatre.

PRODUCTION BIOGRAPHIES

https://www.metroplays.org
https://www.catherinecadams.com
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JIMMY BERNATOWICZ (Production Stage Manager) is a stage manager, director, and 
producer, who has worked with Metro Theater Company in various capacities before joining the 
staff full time in 2021. He has stage managed MTC’s productions of Frida Libre, The Hundred 
Dresses, The Girl Who Swallowed a Cactus, Jacked!, The Very Hungry Caterpillar Show, and Say 
Something, Do Something. He has also worked in other roles at MTC as house manager, props 
master, and audience outreach coordinator. He served as production stage manager for COCA’s 
Suffer the Children and Billy Elliot. Jimmy has stage managed with other institutions, including 
Equally Represented Arts, Prison Performing Arts, St. Louis Shakespeare Festival, Opera Theatre  
of Saint Louis, and Indiana University Jacobs School of Music. He directed, wrote, and produced 
Post-Romantics’ premiere production of Doomsday Faust. He is a graduate of Saint Louis 
University, holding a B.A. in theater and English. 

ERIK KUHN (Technical Director) is a St. Louis-based actor, technician, and stage combatant. 
While working in the scene shop at Washington University in St. Louis, he also began serving as a 
technical director for various student projects and developed an interest in working in technical 
theater, while continuing to study acting. After graduating with his degree in drama, he also began 
studying stage combat with the Society of American Fight Directors and Dueling Arts International. 
As a freelance theater professional, he has served as a technical director, designer, carpenter, 
electrician, fight director, stage combat instructor, and actor on innumerable productions and 
workshops with educational institutions and professional companies across St. Louis. He first 
worked with Metro Theater Company as assistant technical director to Nick Kryah on 2012’s  
Jackie and Me. After that production, he continued to contract with the company in various 
capacities before joining the Metro Theater Company staff full time in 2017. In most recent 
seasons, Erik served as production manager and technical director for The Girl Who Swallowed  
a Cactus, It’s a Wonderful Life, Ghost, and The Very Hungry Caterpillar Show.

KATIE ORR (Properties Master) is a designer, painter, theatre-marketing aficionado, and 
graduate from Stephens College. As a theatre advocate and native St. Louisan, it’s her passion to 
highlight local theatre. She believes there are many incredible, unsung companies, which is why 
she came back to St. Louis to further her mission as a committed designer, artist, and advocate  
in the St. Louis community. Katie’s prop master credits include Brighton Beach Memoirs (New 
Jewish Theatre), Dress the Part (The Q Brothers – St. Louis Shakespeare Festival), It’s a Wonderful 
Life (Metro Theater Company), Tiny Beautiful Things (Max & Louie Productions), and Forgottonia  
(Fly North Theatricals). katiemicorr.com

PRODUCTION BIOGRAPHIES

https://www.metroplays.org
https://www.katiemicorr.com
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DEBORAH WICKS LA PUMA (Composer) is a composer, music director, orchestrator, and 
one of today’s most produced Theatre for Young Audiences artists. Her works include Frida Libre 
with playwright Karen Zacarías, She Persisted with playwright Adam Tobin, and Elephant  
and Piggie’s “We are In A Play!” with bestselling children’s author Mo Willems. She received her 
master’s degree in composition from New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts, her bachelor’s 
degree from Stanford University, and studied folk music with ethnomusicologist Alfredo López 
Mondragón. Her honors include an Off-Broadway Alliance Award for Best Family Musical, the Jane 
Chambers Playwriting Award, an NEA New American Works Grant, two Parents’ Choice Awards,  
and a Helen Hayes Award for Outstanding Musical Adaptation. A proud Mexican American and 
“Navy brat” who grew up in Brazil, Portugal, and California, La Puma is a member of TYA/USA  
and The Dramatists Guild. crunchynotes.com

KEATING (Assistant Stage Manager) is a theatre artist in St. Louis, co-artistic director of  
Poor Monsters, and the communications director at Equally Represented Arts (ERA). They are 
completing an M.F.A. in arts management and leadership from Webster University. Keating  
created and directed Classic Mystery Game with Slightly Askew Theatre Ensemble (SATE) in 2019 
and performed with St. Louis Shakespeare Festival in Love’s Labors Lost. They are thrilled to work  
with MTC again after performing in Talkin’ Trash and And In This Corner: Cassius Clay.

CAMERON TYLER (House Manager) joins Metro Theater Company as house manager  
for Digging Up Dessa before making his MTC stage debut later this season in the ensemble of  
Last Stop on Market Street. Some of Cameron’s past roles include Roger in Grease (Paul Bunyan 
Playhouse), Donkey in Shrek (MBU Theatre and Larry D. Clark Summer Repertory Theatre), and Billy 
in Anything Goes (Missouri Baptist University). Cameron is a native of southeast Missouri, where 
he grew up in the Jackson-Cape Girardeau area. He is a recent graduate from Missouri Baptist 
University, where he received a Bachelor of Music in musical theatre.

PRODUCTION BIOGRAPHIES

https://www.metroplays.org
https://crunchynotes.com
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MEET THE PLAYWRIGHT 

Laura Schellhardt is a playwright and adaptor. Her original  
works include Upright Grand, Air Guitar High, Auctioning the  
Ainsleys (Jeff Award Nominee), The Apothecary’s Daughter,  
How to Remove Blood From a Carpet, The K of D (Jeff Award  
Nominee, 2010 NYC Fringe Festival Best New Play Award),  
Courting Vampires, Shapeshifter, Inheritance, and Je Ne Sais Quoi. 
Adaptations include The Phantom Tollbooth, The Mysteries of  
Harris Burdick, The Outfit (Jeff Award Nominee), and Creole 
Folktales. She is also the author of Screenwriting for Dummies. 
Schellhardt is a recipient of the TCG National Playwriting Residency, the Jerome Fellowship,  
the New Play Award from ACT in Seattle, and a Dramatist Guild Playwriting Fellowship.  
She has participated in the SoHo Rep Writer/Director Lab, the Women Playwrights Festival  
at SRC, The Kennedy Center’s New Visions/New Voices Festival, The Bonderman TYA Symposium, 
and the O’Neill National Playwright’s Festival. She received her graduate degree from Brown 
University, under the tutelage of Paula Vogel. Schellhardt oversees the undergraduate  
playwriting initiative in the Department of Theatre at Northwestern University.  
communication.northwestern.edu/faculty/LauraSchellhardt

LAURA SCHELLHARDT 

https://www.metroplays.org
https://communication.northwestern.edu/faculty/laura-schellhardt/
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JULIA FLOOD (Artistic Director / Director, Digging Up Dessa)  
has directed The Very Hungry Caterpillar Show, It’s a Wonderful Life,  
The Girl Who Swallowed a Cactus, The Hundred Dresses, Frida Libre, Bud, 
Not Buddy, Hans Brinker and the Silver Skates, The Miraculous Journey of 
Edward Tulane, And In This Corner: Cassius Clay, Out of the Box, Talkin’ 
Trash, Afflicted: Daughters of Salem, Unsorted, and Say Something, Do 
Something! for Metro Theater Company since she moved to St. Louis to 
become artistic director in February 2014. Previously, Julia spent 16 years 
as artistic director of Eckerd Theater Company in Clearwater, Florida where 
she commissioned such plays as Vote?, by Eric Coble, provoked by Florida’s 
role in the 2000 presidential election, and Battledrum by Doug Cooney with Lee Ahlin, a musical about 
the effects of war on young people through the lens of Civil War drummer boys, subsequently produced 
at Metro Theater Company. A graduate of Northwestern University, Julia spent seven years as a resident 
member of the Bloomsburg Theatre Ensemble in Pennsylvania, a unique artist-led ensemble founded 
under the guidance of legendary acting teacher Alvina Krause, before following a freelance career as 
actor/director/playwright/teacher. Julia served on the national board of directors of Theatre for Young 
Audiences/USA from 2011 to 2019, and brings more than 40 years of experience to her role as artistic 
director of Metro Theater Company.

JOE GFALLER (Managing Director) joined the Metro Theater 
Company team in 2019. During his tenure to date, Metro Theater Company 
has seen dramatic growth in both its audience base and its donor base. In 
partnership with Artistic Director Julia Flood, he has co-led the company 
through its recent evolutions during the COVID-19 pandemic, from its 
virtual programming to its safe return to live performances. Prior to joining 
the MTC team, Joe received national recognition for his work in building 
young, diverse, and national audiences for Opera Theatre of Saint Louis 
during his tenure as director of marketing and public relations – and for 
expanding OTSL’s civic footprint as the producer of the company’s Opera Tastings series, through artist 
community tours, and the creation and growth of its Engagement + Inclusion Task Force. His career has 
also included roles with the American Repertory Theater, the Alliance Theater, and 7 Stages, and 
consulting projects for the National Blues Museum, the Utah Symphony, and the documentary film  
Flint: The Poisoning of an American City. He has directed over two dozen professional or university  
productions, including regional premieres by David Mamet, Caryl Churchill, and others. A graduate of 
Harvard University, he also serves as adjunct faculty at Webster University in the Arts Management and 
Leadership MFA program.

METRO THEATER COMPANY LEADERSHIP

https://www.metroplays.org
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SPECIAL THANKS TO

Shreya Ahuja
Aeren Bates 
Lucy Cashion
Mina Charepoo, M.D.
Caitlin Rankin, Ph.D., RPA

Streaming of Digging Up Dessa is part of MTC Remote,  
a new virtual initiative supported by 

at the  
Grandel Theatre

FILMED BY

Joe Stafford and the Saint Louis University  
Department of Fine and Performing Arts
Coleen Williams
Erica Wilson, CISSP, CISM

INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT PROVIDED BY 

https://www.metroplays.org
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CONTRIBUTIONS

The Carol North and Nicholas Kryah Benefactor Society was  
established to honor four decades of leadership by Artistic Director  
Carol North and Resident Artist Nicholas Kryah.  

Members of the Benefactor Society contribute a minimum of $1000 
annually to ensure that Carol and Nicholas’ legacy of meaningful  
artistic work for young audiences continues to grow.

We are grateful for the generous support of so many in our community. Without you, Metro Theater 
Company’s work would not be possible. We include a list of all supporters who have made contributions 

or pledges between January 1, 2020 and October 11, 2021. 

We regret any inadvertent omissions from this list. If you made a pledge or a gift and do not see your 
name listed here, please contact Managing Director Joe Gfaller at joe@metroplays.org.

PLATINUM BENEFACTOR  
($150,000+)

Small Business Administration
John D. and Anabeth C. Weil

($100,000-$149,999)
Berges Family Foundation

($50,000 - $99,000)
Emerson 
Whitaker Foundation

GOLD BENEFACTOR  
($25,000-$49,999)

Kranzberg Arts Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
PNC Arts Alive
The Shubert Foundation, Inc

SILVER BENEFACTOR 
($10,000-$24,999)

Bayer Fund
Centene Management Corporation 
Crawford Taylor Foundation
Elizabeth Green
The Opportunity Trust
John and Carolyn Peterson Foundation
Regional Arts Commission

BRONZE BENEFACTOR 
($5,000-$9,000)

Edward Jones
Gateway Foundation
Susan Z. and James P. Gamble 

Susan and Mike Gibbons
Guy B. Jaffe and Judy Schwartz Jaffe  
  Charitable Fund
Jane and Ken Jones
Marcia Kerz
Missouri Arts Council
Nestlé Purina Petcare
The Saigh Foundation
St. Louis Community Foundation
Ten Talent Foundation
Mary and Simon Tonkin
The Trio Foundation

BENEFACTOR 
($1,000-$4,999)

Joseph Albitar
Julius B. Anthony
Arts and Education Council 
Boniface Foundation
Sara Yang Bosco and Joseph Bosco
Joan T. Briccetti and Kathy Greminger
Children’s Theatre Foundation  
  of America
Cisco Systems Inc.
Commerce Bancshares, Inc.
Crystal Allen Dallas and Patrick Dallas
Deb and Lou DeSorbo
EAGLE College Prep Endeavor Inc
Kimberley A. and Timothy Eberlein
Melanie and Anthony Fathman
Mary Ellen Finch and John D Finch
Erika and Colin Fiola
Julia Flood and Tom McCarthy
Robert N. Fox and Maxine Clark
Nancy and Tom Garvey and  
  the Garvey Family

Joe Gfaller and Kraig Turner
Scott Giffen, Yvi Martin, Zeke & Laz
Karen and Lawrence Goering
Susan and Ed Grooms
Amy Hoch Hogenson and  
 Andrew Hogenson
Naretha Hopson
Josh Jaffe
Josh Knopp
Left Bank Books
Ellen Livingston and Edward Levitt
Darci Madden
Jason McAdamis
James and Anna McKelvey
Missouri Humanities Council
Mary and James R. Moog
Peggy O’Brien
Leslie Peters and Daniel Rubright
Melissa Posten and Gregory Magarian
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Sarah Richmond
Thomas and Cathy Sakiyama
Melanie and Ben Schmickle
Matt and Annemarie Schumacher
Tom and Beata Schunk
Susan and David Sherman
Kenneth and Amber Simpson
Nancy Tonkins
Deborah and Dr. Jacques S. Van Ryn
Dr. Pam Washington
Stacey Wehe and Paul Jorjorian
Michael and Christina Williams
Coleen and Stephen Williams
Erica M. and Aaron V. Wilson
Kathie and Rich Winter
Sharon Zackula and Jeffrey Rogers
Donald and Elizabeth Zoufal

https://www.metroplays.org
mailto:joe%40metroplays.org?subject=
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($500-$999)
David Bentzinger and  
  Michelle Donnelly
Sandy Blasingame  
  and Gary Hall
Terry and Gordon Bloomberg
Bud and Julie George Carlson
Ben and Cassie Day
Rosalind Early
Lionelle H. and  
  James R. Elsesser
Stan and Marilynn Geiger
Charles and  
  Hannah Grimshaw
Helen Kuhn
JoAnne LaSala and  
  Karen Tokarz
Lattanand Charitable Fund
Mary Ann Lazarus and  
  Daniel G. Jay
Jennifer Lin and Tom Osborn
Brett Lohmeyer
Lindsay Monser
Susan W. Nall
Genevieve Nassif
Margaret Onken
Lynn and Robert Rubright
Wanda and William Salzman
Estelle Siteman
The Sondhaus Family
Cort VanOstran
Patricia Winchell  
  and Michael Dwyer

($250-$499)

Amazon.com
Zoey Bergstrom
Marlene Ann Birkman
Carol Bonnefil
Stacey Bregenzer
Sara Burke
Dr. Nicole and  
  Nick Burkemper
Cole and Kuhn Families
Jennifer and Steve Davis
Teresa Doggett
Michael Dwyer
Enterprise Bank & Trust
Kristin Fauss
Drew Fracher
Jean Flood
Stephen and  
  MaryAlice Gallagher
David Gonzalez
Rick Goodwin
Russell Jackson
Corena and Phillip Larimer
Victor Lazaretti

Jerri and William  
  Livingston, Jr.
Bruce Mackenzie
Nancy McCarthy
R. William Morris 
Carol North and Nick Kryah
Angelika Orywall
Toni Howell Pentecouteau  
  and Jean Paul Pentecouteau
Jennifer Pratt
Tyrrell Rodgers
Jimmy Rohrbaugh and 
  Ignacio Costa-Lopez
Joanne Strathearn
Gail Thoele
Keith Thompson and  
  Don Foster
David Weber and Valerie Tripi

($100-$249)
Karen and Ben Bain
Bonnie Barczykowski
Aiko Bathea
Tammy and Nate Beaird
Joan Berkman
Carter Bevis
Tracyne Caumartin
Mei Chen Welland
Roger Cohen
Elizabeth Collumb
Christopher Collumb
Vanessa Cooksey
Laurel Dantas
Alan David
Diane and Roger Davenport
Caroline Doerhoff
Connie Emge
Sara and Fred Epstein
Amy Estlund
Alice Ferris
Tonie FitzGibbon
Michele Fontaine-Mosley
Beverly Foster
Sandra and Morton Fowler
Marianne Galt
Susan Greenberg
Camille and James Greenwald
Lynn Hackethal
Caiti Hacker
Martha Han
Mary Handfield
Chris Hansen
Nicole Harris and Ryan Gavin
LaVicki Hart
Yvette Hermann
Julie Lee Jaffe
Patti and Ron James
Karen Kalish
Dorothy and David Kemper

Mary C Kerz
Gerald Kowarsky
Robert LaRossa
Diane Larsen
Chien Lin
Laurie and Sean Lock
Carolyn and Joseph Losos
Tony Maldonado
Marylen Mann and  
  Franklin Jacobs
Michele Marshall
Steve Martin
Stacy Matthews
Lynn Maupin
Kevin and Martha McCarthy
Nancy McCarthy
Diane McCullough
Lisa Medrano
Mary Middleton
Al Mitchell
Jan Morris
Julia Muller and  
  Earl Shreckengast
Audrey Nelson
Helen Newland
NGM Foundation
Mary Pat O’Gorman
Jo Oruwari
Jessica Portis
Cynthia Prost
Abby and Chris Roetheli
Sue and Sandy Rothschild
William Rubright
Betty Schmelzer
Elizabeth Schmidt
Laura Schmink
Ellie Schwetye
Rob Semon
Amy Shaw
Christina Shmigel Moreton
Michael Silver
Marjorie R. Smith
Lynn and Mark Smith
James A. Sohre
Mary N. St. Clair
Reggie Starks
Genevieve and  
  David Steidtmann
Lisa Sullivan
Tegna Corporation
Elizabeth Vallance
Vertex Pharmaceuticals
Nancy and Bob Wagoner
Molly Walsh and Kevin Farrell
Phoebe Weil
Heidi and Peter Wheeler
Nicole Whelan
Kay Whittington
Kris and Carla Zackula

($1-$99)
Paul Acker and Emery Gloe
Jennifer Adair and  
  William B. Lindenmayer
Bonita Agan
Elizabeth Alseth
American Family Insurance
Judith Anderson
Christina Anderson
Sharon Andrallano
Nina Andrews
Nicole Angeli
Sarah Angelides
Sharon Anhalt
Levy Anthony
FahRasa Anthony
Claire Apollon
Mael Apollon
Anne Archer Dennington
Sarah Archibald
Selina Armstrong
Amanda Aschinger
Clark Asher
Lou Asinger
Kathy Atwater
Stacy Austerman
Anne Austin
Joan Bach
Kristine Bader
Bethanie Baeyen
Stephanie Bailey
Justin Baker
Erin Baker
Ann Balsamo
Julia Banda
Bank of America
Angela Banks
Sandra Banks
Elizabeth Barack
Kelli Barker
Ellen Barnidge
Melika Baumgarten
Michael Baxter
Jerre Baynes
Carol Bean
Otis Beard
Michelle Bednara
Heather Bednarek
Linda Behrmann
Abraham Benson-Goldberg
Kathryn Bentley
Mary Berblinger
Julie Berendzen
James Bernatowicz
Cheree Berry
Megan Betts
Jessica Beustring
Gregory Beye
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Melissa Biehl
Lou Bird
Lisa Birdsong
David Blake
Molly Boesch
Jennifer Bogert
Timothy Bono
Jocelyn Botkin
Olivia Bour
Tamara Bowman
Megan Bradley
Rachel Bray
Bonnie Brayshaw
Jamie Bremerkamp
Christine Brewer
Pauline Bridgemab
James R. Bridges
David Brinker
Heather and John Brooks
Carla Brown
Shelley Brubaker
Shane Bruder
Barbara Brumfield
Courtney Budelman
Lesley Buermann
Rebecca Buffington
Louise C. Bullock
Christine I. Burkey
Tom Burnham
Hannah Burns
Julie Butchett
Brenda Butler
Shirley Bynum Smith
David Byrd
Sean Cahill
Tia Callas
Jessica Campbell
Jacob Cange
Joanna Cannon
Patrick Carfizzi
Julie Carlson
Pamela Carmell
Deanna Carpenter
Rebecca Carroll
Jodianne Carter
Melissa Carter
Marie Casey
Curtis Cassel
Elia Gonzalez Cedillo
Siroth Charnond
Sherah Cheng
Theresa Ciccolella
Katherine Claggett
Andrea Clardy
Thomasina Clarke
Melissa Clayton
Rachael Clifford
Rebecca Clowers
Kathryn Coker

CarolAnn Cole
Alexis Coleman
Kelly Collins
Megan Collins
Sarah Colony
Shalom Compost
Jessie Connell
Monica Conners
Kathy Conrad
Louise Conroy
Katherine Conti
James Cook
Mary Ann Cook
Kathy Corley
Patricia Corrigan
Laura Coverstone
Andrea Coverstone
Linda Cowden
Steve Coxon
Abby Crawford
Cheri Crockett
Carol Crooks 
Judith Crouch
Thomas Cwik
Kristin Daly
Jackie Dana
James Danaher
Elaine Danner
Cara David
Marlene Davis
Jennifer Davis
Vanessa and Gregory Davis
Francheska Davis
Sandra Davis
Randi Dawson
Janet Dayawon
Heather De Anda
Mike Degnan
Cecilia DeHekker
John DeStefano
James Dice
Stacy Dick
Dana Dick
Jeanne Dillaplain
Marni Dillard
Rob Dillard
Allyson Ditchey
Phillip Dixon
Virginia Dollins
Margaret Donnelly
Paul Donnelly
Rosemary Donovan
Michael Dorn and  
  Andrew Hernandez
Margery Doss
Kim Dressel
Leslie Drewel
Lisa Drewel
Cynthia Dryden

Sandra Duchon Byrne
Shannon Durio
Jennifer Durrill
Dustcloud
Laura A. Eads
Riisa Easley
Josh Edwards
Britni Eggers
Christina Ehat
Mary Eigel
Suehyla El-attar
Carmen Elceser
Karla Elliott
Jenny Elliott
Linda Englert
Amanda Evans
William Evans
Ruth Ezell
Nique Fajors
Caroline Fan
Elizabeth Fathman and  
  Paul Dever
Amy Ficklen
Allison Fields
Sarah Finck
Andrea Fineberg
Christine Fischer
Jeff Fister
Kathy Fitzgerald
Justin Fix
Robyn Flatt
Barbara Fleming
Edward Fliesher
Patrick Flood
Gayle Flood 
Molly Fontana
Margaret Foskin
Laura Ernst Foughty
Drew Fracher
Laura Frank
Tena Frank
Michelle Franklin
Marie Franklin
Barbara Fraser
Amy Freet
Emily Frei
Rebecca Frieda
Janis Gallo
Kathryn Galvin
Alice Gamble
Kenneth Gantt
Joseph Garner
Randall Garrett
Marilyn Geiger
Laura Geiser
Lauren and Austin Gentry
Ron Gibbs
Edes Gilbert
Catherine Gilbert

Sallie Ginger
Denise Giuffrida
Katherine Goldberg
David Golden 
Tracy Goldkamp
Valerie Goldston 
Brett Grassmuck
Pamela Greiner-Moulton
Troy Griffin
Trinity Griffin
William Grivna
Kristin Groetsch
William Grun
Julia Guenther
Deborah Guenther
Scott Guerrero
Kathryn Guiett
Jennifer Guntil
Michelle Haines
Blake Hamilton
Frances R. Hamilton
Sarah Hamilton
Sally Hanson
Sarah Harmon
Barbara Harris
Alyssa Hartel
Julia Hartel
Dwayne Hartford
Rozann Hatty
Katherine Hawley
Jennifer Hayes
Elissa Heinzel
Peggy Heisel
Mary Ellen Helmkamp
Casey Henderson
Ashley Henderson
Michael Herron
Teresa Mayhew Hess  
  and Philip Hess
Marietta Hess
Marla Heyduck
William Hildebrant
Ron Himes
Mimi Hirschberg
Robert Hoffman
Barbara Hoffmann
Julie Hohman
Betsy Holland
William Holowatuk
Leslie Hood
Bob Homan
Ashley Hornsby
Jennifer Horst
Carol Horst
Fran Horst
Laura Horwitz
Caron House
Beth Howard
Emily Huber
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Lisa Huber
Saundra Hudson
Eron Huenefeld
Jeannette Huey
Dana Hupp
Beth Hyser
Merle Imler
Michael Isserman
Garrett Jackson
Amy Jackson
Leslee Jacobson
Renita James
Jacqueline Janus
Dena Johnson
Donna Johnson
Stephanie Johnson
Xan Johnson
Katherine Johnson
Lindsay Johnson
Kelsey Johnston
Emily Jones
Kim Jones
Jessica Jones
Joan Jones
Laura Jones
Julie Jordan
Heidi Jost
Anne Jump
Erin Kane
Laura Kane
Julie Kaplan
Tamara Katy
Katy and Joe Kaufman
Kathleen Kearns
Keating
Mary Kellett
Elizabeth Kelley
Teah Kelly
Karen Kelsey
Shari Kelts
Sharon Kelts
James Kemp
Dorothy Kemper
John Kemper
Barbara Kemper
Amber Kempf
Jessica Kennedy
Angela Kennedy
Dana Kiley
Roberta Kilstrom
Jennifer Kissel
Patricia Kitchin
Carol Klein
Maggie Klonsky
Susan Klopfenstein
Emma Klues
Mickey Knutson
Margaret Koch

Rachel Koehler
Jill Kogan
Caryn Kohler
Joanne Kohn
Karyn L. and  
  Christopher M. Koury
Tara Kpere-Daibo
Linda Kram
Prudence Kramer
Dan Krewson
Laura Krueger
Susan Kuergeleis
Andrew Kuhlman
Aakrit Kumar
Joan Kwong
Michelle LaGrone
Margaret Lamming
Anita Lamont
Adelaide Lancaster
Carol Landgraf
Bill Larson
Susan Laspe
Colleen Laure
Christina Lawrence
Ryan Lawson-Maeske
Mary Lazarus
Karen Leonard
Lisa Leuther
Gina Leuty
Sara Levine
Diane Levy
Talitha Light
Lena Like
Christopher L. Limber
Sunny Lin
Daniel Linck
Dianna Linder
Joan Lipkin
Peter Lishman
Julie Liszewski
Kate Liszewski
Allyse Lobonc
Aarya Locker
Stefanie London
Kay Love
Jeff and Kathy Luna
Marva Lyons
Elisabeth Mackay
Laura Macheca
Tracy MacIntosh
Robert Maesaka
Diane Maier
Shannon Mallrich
Rebecca Mantia
Sharon Margherio
David Markland
Donna Marlette
Nancy Marron

Diane Marshall
Nicole Martineau
Lindsay Marting
Summer McAffee
Kathie McCann
Megan McClaire
Elizabeth McClure
Kristen McGauley
James McKittrick
Sandy McKinney
Brian McKinney
Amy McLaughlin
Stacey and Patrick McMackin
Kathy McMillan
Robert W. F. McNally
Cheryl McNeil
Raina McNutt
Roxane and  
  Chuck McWilliams
Debra Mein
Karen Meirink
Kathleen Mendez
Susan Menhard
Michael Merke
Jenny Merlo
Brad Merten
Kemba Metropoulos
Anthony Miano
Carolyn Michel
Anne Miller
Taylor Miller
Janice Mischel
Linda Mitchell
Ann Mohr
Alexis Moorer
Mary Ann Morley
Glen Morse
Lori Moser
Amanda Mosley
Michele Mosley
Terry Mosley
Bessie Mosley
Michael Mosley
Meagan Motti
Rochelle Mullins
Jeffrey Muse
Elizabeth Musick
Beth Musumeci
Colleen Muther
Susan Nall
Debi Needham
Shlomit Nehorai
Reagan Nelson
Valerie Nelson Mason
Matthew Neufeld
Catherine Neville
Sarah New Mayer
Travis Newberry

Lindsay Newton
Pat Nicholson
Janice Niehaus
Linda Niemeier
Tawaine Noah
Linda Noland
Amanda Norris
Rebecca Now
Danielle Nygaard
Diane O’Brien
Jeanette Oesterly
Michelle Ohle
Wendy Olk
Catherine O’Malley
Ron O’Reilly
Dawn Ottensmeier
Carl Overly, Jr.
Kaitlin Page
Mary Pandjiris
Rebecca Parker
Deborah Parks
Jason Parolin
Sarah Anne Patz and  
  Howard Nathanson
Christine Peimann
Linda Pelley
Chrisnelle Peralta-Young
Christopher Perillo
James Perkins
Zoe Perkins
Cynthia Peters
Kristine Peters
Sheryl Peterson
Margaret Philip
Elizabeth Pickard
Boyd Pickup
Dave Piehl
Nicole Pingel
Kate Pitman
Joseph Portnoy
Katherine Poss
Amelia Powell
Erin Prange
Katie Puglisi
Katherine Puglisi
Susan Purcell
Kim Quayle
Jamie Querciagrossa
Erin Quick
Nancy Quigley
Katharine Quigley
Bjorn Ranheim
Alexis Reed
Kelli Reeves
Tiffany Reichenbacher
Raymond Reinhardt
Catherine Renkins
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Lauren Renner
Susan Renz
Ana Repa
Samantha Reser
Kristen Retter
Julie Rhodes
Emily Riccio
Mariah Richardson
David Ries
Angelica Rigazio
Olivia Risch
Camille Risch
Julie Ritchey
Colleen Ritchie
Diana Rivera
Elizabeth Rivkin
Nicci Roach
Joseph Robertson
Tracy Robinson Weathers
Ruth Rochester
Tina Rogasner
Jeffrey Rogers
Julie Rogers
Karen Rogge
Beverly Rombach
Alexis Ronan
Rebecca Rook
Amy Rosenberg Schwartz
Carol Rosenkranz
Kayla Ross
Jacquelyn Ross-Hertel
Mary Rotermund
Susan Rowe
Kathi Rowland
Carrie Roy
Sarah Ruddy
Pam Rufkahr
Sarah and Adam Rugo
Anne Marie Ruhlin
Sarah Ruiz
Erin Runnels
Meleah Rush
Janine Russell
John Russell
Duana Russell-Thomas
Mariana Salinas
Anita Salley
Albert Sanders
Katherine Sandvos
Barbara Santoro
Gina Savoie
Jeremy and Ann Schaefer
Anne Schappe
Lauren Schlotz
Patty Schmeder
Marie Schmich
Melanie Schmickle
Betsy Schmidt

Terri Schmidt
Robert Schmit
Christine Schmiz
Eric Schneeman
Daniel Schoenfeldt
Carla and Richard Schumm
Barbara Schwartz
L. Carol Scott
Phoebe Search
Ann Seeney
Rachel Seward
Carrisa Sexton
Kristin Shantz
Claire Shapleigh
Julie Shapleigh
Alicia Sheehan
Kathleen Sheehan
Alice Sherwood
Jackie G Shirm and  
  Robert E Drzymala
Karen Shoulders
Ali Siegel
Sharon Sienaski
Michele Siler
Rich and Nancy Simmons
Lori Singleton
Sherry Sissac
Daisy Skelly
Mark Smith
Linda Smith
Kelly Smith
Nathanael Smith
Paula Sobol
Margaret Solon
Libby Sommer
Anna Speaker
Marikay Speckert
Sharon Spence
Sandra Sperino
Bruce Spiewak
Spire
Sharon Spurlock
Chris Spurlock
Jeff St. Onge
Karen Stebelski
Laura Stefacek
Mindy Steinman Shaw
Susan Stepanek
Sonya Stevenson
Shelley Stewart
Ryan Stewart
Alyssa Still
Terry Stock
Colleen Stockenberg
Cindy Stockman
Sarah Stout
Anita Stover
Stephanie Strickland

Marschnee Strong
Mark Strothmann
Kendra Stuppi
Amanda Sullivan
Aisha Sultan
Victoria Sussman
Jenilyn Swett
Abby Sydlow
Kenyata Tatum
Nancy Tatum
Dixie Taylor
Peggy Thater
Barbara Theerman
Brian Thomas
LaTonja Thomas
Ariel Thomas
Larry Thompson
Paul Thonnard
Marjie Thorn
Phyllis Thorpe
Rachel Tibbetts
Sarah Tichenor
Mark Tilmes
James Timmerberg
Mary Ann Tipton
David Tobin
Karen Tognarelli
Phil Touchette
Barbara and  
  Gregory Toumayan
Lisa Tricomi
Susan Tulis
Teresa Turin-Lis
Kathleen Uhler
Rachel Usprich
Terese Vail
Nicolas Valdez
Valerie Vandiver
Janelle Velten
Lynn Venhaus
Erin Vlasaty
Maria Voorhees
Jenna Voss
Karen Wade
Carol A. Waide and  
  Stanley John Waide
Janice Walker
Dawn Walter 
Mary Walters
Nancy Wamser
Megan Warnick
Andrew Warshauer
Laura Watkins
Lori Watrous
James Watts
Daniel Watts
Alison Weatherby
Chris Webb

Margaret Webb
Julie Weber
Barbara Weberman
Clare Wefelmeyer
Tracy Weiter
Darcy Wells
Linda Wells
Patricia Wendling
Barbara Wenkel
Charlene Werling
Nicole Werther
John Wheeler
Melissa Whelan
Alison Whelan
Ann Whelan
Kelly Whitman
Sarah Whitney
Beverly Whittington
Kathleen Wibbenmeyer
Patricia and  
  Philip Wieolosinski
Bob Wilcox
Alice M. Williams
Sara Williamson Roush
Courtney Wilson
William Winfrey
Peter Winfrey
Katherine Winfrey
Jason Witte
Aimee Wittman
John Wolbers and  
  Elizabeth Henning
Meme Wolff
Richard and  
  Barbara Ann Wollenberger
Emily Woodruff
Carlin Wooldridge
Karen Yeomans
Rosalie Yezbick
Terri Young
Jessie Youngblood
Kellie Zahller
Angela Zeng
Michelle Zignago and  
  Lynn Ullman
Patricia Zimmer
Genevieve Zoufal
Dean Zurliene
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IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS

Angad Arts Hotel
The Balm Box
Marilynne Bradley
Campbell House Museum
Cepia LLC
Cheesecake Factory
City Museum
Creative Edge
Equally Represented Arts 

Julia Flood and  
  Tom McCarthy
Ed and Susan Grooms
Herbaria Soap
Joe Gfaller and Kraig Turner
Kranzberg Arts Foundation
Jena Lachat Photography
Jennifer A. Lin Photography
Lisa Boulware with Skin 
   by Lisa 

Ellen Livingston and  
  Edward Levitt
London Tea Room
The Muny
New Jewish Theatre
The Novel Neighbor
Pultizer Arts Foundation
Kathleen Ratcliffe
St. Louis Chess Club/World  

Chess Hall of Fame
St. Louis Shakespeare 
STL Stylehouse
Stray Dog Theatre
Robert Swingler
Trader Joes
Union Avenue Opera
Volpi Foods
WellBeing Brewing

TRIBUTES AND MEMORIALS

In honor of Erik Kuhn
Helen Kuhn

In honor of Erik Kuhn
Cole and Kuhn Families

In honor of Susan Goldberg
Carolyn and Joseph Losos 

In honor of Jennifer Lin
Alice Ferris

In honor of the Metro Theater  
Company Staff
Ken and Jane Jones

In memory of Paulette Aileen Peters
Susan Z. and James P. Gamble

In honor of Susan Goldberg
Carolyn and Joseph Losos 

In honor of Eric Sondhaus
The Carroll Family
The Sondhaus Family

In honor of John Wolbers
Katherine Puglisi

In honor of Hailey Medrano
Linda Englert

2021/2022
SEASON

FEBRUARY 6-27, 2022

LIVE AT THE 
GRANDEL THEATRE 

VIRTUAL STREAMING AT
metroplays.org

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

Illustration by Christian Robinson. From the book Last Stop on Market Street © 2015. Published by the Penguin Group.

https://www.metroplays.org
https://www.metroplays.org/marketstreet
https://www.metrotix.com/events/detail/metro-theater-company-last-stop-on-market-street
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Metro Theater Company is a professional theater for young people and families and a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization. It is a proud member 
of the Theatre Communications Group (the national service organization for non-profit professional theaters), Theatre for Young Audiences/USA 
(the U.S. chapter of the international association of theaters for young people), and Missouri Citizens for the Arts, as well as a proud Cultural 
Partner of the School District of Clayton. Metro Theater Company receives financial assistance from the National Endowment for the Arts, a 
federal agency; Missouri Arts Council, a state agency; Missouri Humanities Council, a state agency; the Regional Arts Commission; the Arts and 
Education Council; and numerous corporations, foundations, and individuals.
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1. Mary Anning is Dessa’s hero. Who is one of your heroes?

2. Have you ever had to start over in a new place? Maybe it was a new school, or a 
new club or extracurricular activity. What made you feel welcome or unwelcome?

3. Dessa and her mom have a hard time talking with each other for most of the play. 
Have you ever had a hard time talking to your parents or caregivers?

4. Dessa and Nilo become friends, but still fight sometimes. How do they handle  
their disagreements? How do you deal with arguments with your friends?

5. Dessa feels a lot of anger during the play, and struggles with how to deal with it. 
How do you cope with your anger? 

6. One thing Dessa is frustrated about is that women in the sciences are  
underrepresented – in other words, there aren’t as many women with science 
careers are there are men. Can you think of any other examples where certain 
identities are underrepresented? Why might it matter to be aware of when  
people are underrepresented?

7. Even though she makes mistakes, Dessa’s mom always has her back.  
Who’s someone who always has your back?

8. Why do you think Dessa chooses to talk to Mary Anning instead of her mom,  
or her friends from her old school?

9. When Nilo tries to tell Dessa that he gets how she feels about wanting to  
pursue science when it’s rare to hear about women scientists, she says,  
“you do not GET that… You can say you HEAR that, IF in fact you hear that.”  
What does Dessa mean by that?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

These questions are great to use on ride home or any time after you 
have watched the performance!

https://www.metroplays.org
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